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that the State religion was supreme and that no
private devotions were allowed. Probably con-
formity to ritual atoned for any speculative heresy
so long as the heresy was not uttered. De Coulanges
particularly refers to the case of Aristides, whose
civic virtues made him dangerous. The ostracism
to which he was subjected was in no sense a penalty
or punishment ; it was a precaution that the city
took against a citizen who might be able to injure
the city by reason of his power.1

As against all this we must remember that the
family law formed an imperium in imperio. The
father as head of the family exercised a most
important jurisdiction, and even questions of
marriage and divorce were as a rule decided within
the limits of the family jurisdiction. Mr Zimmern
points out that the same state of things existed
in China up to recent times, and that competent
observers prefer the justice dealt out by the village
elders to that of the official courts which are now
being set up.2

Zimmern also points out another curious feature
of ancient Greece which was to some extent also
true of Rome. One would scarcely expect a system
of voluntary taxation in communities where there
was no individual liberty ; yet in Greek democracies
the citizen, as opposed to the resident alien, was left
free to help the city in his own way. He naturally
paid a certain amount of indirect taxation, but the
only direct contribution he made to the State's
resources was by preference a free gift known as a
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